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'Bear 'Mr... MLd^eyt . - 

This 2 >ast Stmday, fti soon as I learned of the fact and the content of 
the suit CBS filed in Mentphis allegedly for aeoess to erldonee in the 
case of Janes Sari Bay, Z innmdlately wrote Ban Bather informing hin X 
would not agree to be interyiewed. Ify reason for writing Ih^. Bother, 
to whom I hare neyer so much as spoken, is so he would understand there 
was nothing persuoal in that decision. 



1^ reasons iisclude that your suit was preiudicial to the ri^ts of Janes 
Earl Bayii to justice and the wrivCl worki]^ of ^ law in general. By 
its nature and content, it coufronted me, as Mb. Bay's inrestigator, 
with a conflict of interest 1 had to resolve in his favor. You left me 
no ethical alternative. 

On Monday when your researcher phoned me to set up a filming for yester- 
day, I reported my refusal and the reasons. Your researcher disagreed 
with the validity of my reasons. X said if CBS sent a copy of all the 
papers you filed and X found on reading them misibitexpreted 

the verbal representations of them, X would recozmider. ^ date X have 
not received these papers. Xf a phone call had been mt^e to your Mem- 
phis counsel, X would have had them several days ago. ; ^ 

X cannot believe that professional news people wohld not know that the 
filing of a suit of Idzis character would confront me with precisely this 
conflict of interest and that there is only one ethical way to met it. 
Her can X believe that CBS was unaware that, in filming Mr. Bay's eoun- 
sel before filing this aoten, it was contriving a situation that, at 
leas'iFlLn appearance, was adverse to their professional interests and 
.'.reputations-.. 

CBS has been in fairly regular touch with us. The last tins soneone 
from CBS who was hero was only a week before you filed this action. Yet 
'rthere. was.. never any mention of ..it. 

Xt is also obvious, in answer to the argument given me of olaim to ”the 
pid>lio*s ri^t to know" that the same publio has had the sane fi£h^ for 
many years without CSS serving that ri^t. Yet you delayed four and a 
half months in filing this suit, until if oontested it could deny you 
access until after the airhig of your speoial. In faot, CSS failed to 
report the disclosure in eourt of the waning of the evidence for which 
it; now pretends to have filed a legitimate suit. Xt was there. Every 

Every aspect of this troubled me, izzcluding the fact tihat your suit was 
not necessary to any news need but was of potential comnercial and pro- 
motional value. You may not be aware of it so X tell you X believe this 
whole situation was deliberately rigged for speoifie purposes that do 
not include legitiwte news development or rei^rting. X also believe X 
oan prove it beyond reasonable dePbt. 




MpJ Midway, ' 

•ShL combination of facts sat me to thi^ing, I 

wMle Yon »e going into tbs JPK assasslnsfc ion none of yotar 

SicS to » .toat It. Ito« «to for rogarSlng^. 

as trnly oxeeptioiMtl. 

I 4rote and nubfisbad the first book on ^ 

somlly Sad^ in the limited edition | 

peKonally then rejected only to do identically that, 

^ personally were in ©barge of it. xonr t^n 



for ^ fSot tito. offored to oogJBO to . * 

regard to what 1 bolisYa is my work. (Hot my confessions.) 

I have written perhaps ^> 03 ^ mors tdian anyone else on l^s 

S-s'ir^^'usssB.-M MS sjESr ; 

else did aa^ my work is my own. It does not, in ay view, become pnoii© 
"domain' on'” pohlication*' ■■■, , 

S Stof if JeSlilSg to. atoto- 

W of^e law Tfe fact is that yonr Washington bnrean phoned me about 
SI toaHaf to ifL. toL; «.d «£ refwad to rap«t to.t 1 .Matoad 
by it, sigMfioant evidence, 

WIA ^AA «,«.= imt I do uot think it necessary to advise you of 

event. Jhe script ^ijer^ 

SS King part of your show, Bmest 

rri» 

s*aS .T.i?Sd*f--t“ rdS^d-% 

from mv ewn*mws and oldier experieme which goes ba^ 

tof^toai to dS tot paraaa ^a otoiii^ 

?r«S S^S^l^SSlS;toaa^lo“^S^o »>»* «« raparto. left. ^ 

Bait rsportar was tors for about an tour and « 

tuT T Wove alnae if he remenhers a single thin g Iieiser oia 

j^kl^SiTti^iu ostensible purpose in coming here, . 

She answer was "not one. ^ j 



i have mi^ clear to everyone at CBS who 

S'“to SiriSgr. Vf aofi^u^Sl- 

S f ^7 Itor. 1 . to poastoUlty of doubt on tola «ai 

^here is an abundant reco 3 ?d. 

la like any oti^r corporation or person in business. It wants its 
£tolafS f^i^tobirLd It wants to oltotoato all utooooasarr 
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Hp* 'Mldg2.@7 

thia oBd. A nopaal axTangement wltlt as would hav® saved CBS 
a fortune la costs and tine, Idiea la tBls case It Baa spent what mast 
«K money in what h&s to he an attempt W mr wort 

a TOmal arrangcTOnt would have teen less costly and more honest. 
X have and raise questiUjite. wasae, 

raease t^ ^s letter to he a repetition of aqr assertion of % ni^ts 
and a refusal to give l^m to CBS. *»a 

I repeat^beUef that the past is relevant. X imtde more than odb propo- 
sal to CBS prtor to this speeial. you did huy my hotdcs me. 
is no indicaticm you plan idiat is nonoally ccnsidered a review. 



Harold Vaisberg 




